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SUBJECT: | Néw Tactic in Attacklng the Rto Protocolc o //>éy/

1’"
On Februarv 8 the Colomblan international 1awyer, Dr. Ernesto
AGUIRRE Pefia, gave a talk at Quito commemorating the Dia del Oriente

in which he proposed a startllng new thesis respectlng the Pro=
tocol of Rio = that it doesn't exist. : :

The abowe point was the 1ast of seven made by the Jurlst
as follows: , ‘ L _ I L TT)Z;

Le The puntamayo Rlver has never been a boundary between _
Peru and Ecuador. Yet there it stands as such. in the Rio Protocol._

2. The SantlagowZamora river is cons1dered in the RlO PrOm o
tocol as two rivers. Actually it is one river. In ltS upper RONE
~course it is called the Zamora, while in its lower course it is

called the ‘Santiago. There cannot be a d1v1de (between waterm.
sheds) of the same rlvere

3.  The origin of the émazon has. not been clearly establlshed¢
Tn Article VI of the Rio Protocol it is stated -that Ecuador will ;
have the same rights in the Awmazon as Brazil ' and Colombia. Article |
VIIT recognizes in Ecuador the exit to the Amazons , o |

4o It has been stated that Chlle, Argentlna; Bra211 and the -
. United States are guarantors of the Rio Protocol, but in that’ g

jnstrument there is no verification that these countries have such
a character., In order to be a guarantor it is necessary that a :
country be assigned, accept; znd take posseSSIOn of the charges

|_None of these acts have acts—tmave taken place in- connectlon with |
the Rio Protocole.
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rf ' 5. The signature of the Pre51d°nt of Bra211 has not been fﬁ}

verified. . Vhen this document was being signed the President of
Brazil was 170 kilomsters avay, and could not pOSSlbly have
slgned ite :

6. The signatures on the Protocol are not c0ﬂplete, It
lacks the signature of one of the contracting plenipotentiaries.
In twenty years this is the first time thlS fact has been noted.

7. "Peru must be challenged to exhlblt the Protocol. One
doesn't make a statement like this without thinking about ite.
One can meke oneself ridiculous. But I know what I am doing,
and I say it again. The question of the Rio Protocol is not one
of nullity, but one of non-existence, America is in a debt of
justice to Ecuador. If Peru has the Rio Protocol,let it be
exhibited,' ’ S

Acgence France Press carried a report from Lima dated
February 9, which appeared in El Comercio the following day,
stating that an official of the Peruvian Foreign Office confirmed
the assertion that the Rio Protocol did not bear the signature of
the Fresident of Brazil. However, the Peruvian official is also
reported as saying that the Protocol also lacks the signatures of
the Presidents of Ecuador and Peru, the document having been actually.
-,51gned in al] cqses by the respectlve plenlpotentlarles. '

"COMMENT°‘

Although it is not apt to be taken seriously in OfflClal
' or informed circles, the thesis of the "hon-existence" of the Rio
~ Protocol may -develop some popular follow1ng despite its patent
gbsurditya. :
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